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Structure of the notes and how to best use them

This is the notes of the second chapter of Bipan
Chandra's India's Struggle of Freedom .

The Structure of the notes and how to best use them is
explained below . We will come up with more such
notes . To get it in your email , please register your email
on our website ( www.notesforias.com) .

Each Chapter of Bipan Chandra's Book is divided into
sections which are separated by star marks (=). We
refer to these sections as "Plates" in these notes .

)

Read each section from the

When revising later , Bipan Chandra's Book .

try to read the

keynotes first and try Main notes

to recall the complete ~—> Later Revisions Read the section contain the

ideas in the notes . from main notes complete

Only then refer to summary of

main notes . each of the
sections .

Scan the keynotes

Keynotes contain the bare outline of the
sections and intended to help you
remember the most important keywords
that can be used to frame your mains
answers . Factsheet is just for data that
should be memorised for PT .
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2. Civil Rebellions and Tribal Uprisings
Plates (1 -2 A) : Main Notes

PLATE -1

. - culminated into revolt of 1857.
Establishment of British pwr

v r
prolonged process M__ 5 discontent —» civil rebellions
{ of reaction | '
Ly esentment, led
colonialisation of at o > Popular S | yibal uprisings

economy & society resstance  forms

every stage

L— peasant movements

PLATE - 2A

Causes CIVIL REBELLIONS
e Rapid changesin:
economy administration land revenue system
e enhanced revenue e New courts & legal system e policy of max. revenue
d {titled in favour of U
not even little spent on agricultural dispossessors of land upheaval in village
devp/welfare. o . U (Eg. revenue doubled in less than thirty
° freg t}'ade in |I’?dla and tariffsin rich oppressed poor years compared to Mughals)
Britain on Indian goods d Quite common U
U flogging,.torture and jailing of debt and selling of lands - as rents pushed
ruin of artisans & handicrafts (aso peasants in case of arrears up by new land lords - if non- payment =
suffqed due to disappearence of e lower levels of police, eviction.
traditional buyers) judiciary and gen. adm J
\ reflection of eco. decline - 12 major and
very corrupt many minor famines (1770-1857).
ordinary ppl suffered
Also:
Foreign character of British rule Traditional rulers 1000°of Zamindars & Poligars
\2 J support financially
ppl felt humiliated scholars, priests, men of art & literature ¢ lost
under “foreigner’s heel” J
U lost their financial support once traditional control of land
hurt pride inspired efforts to expel the for- rulers & bureaucratic elite were eliminated | dueto
eigners. U v v
They started inciting rebellion against for- extinction of rights  inability to pay
eign rule. by British exorbitant
land revenue
replaced by outsiders
huge resentment

| (thesefactorsled to)
Series of civil rebellions

(during first 100 years of British rule) mainly because of local grievances
led by mass base !
e deposed rgjasnawabs e peasants
e uprooted zamindars/poligars e artisans acquired armed bands of 100° - 1000°
e ex-retainergofficias of conquered states. e demobilised soldiers

for short periods.

The various civil rebelions
— started occuring in Bihar & Benga - eventualy everywhere where colonial rule - established. - amost every year. (see fact sheet
for details)
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2. Civil Rebellions and Tribal Uprisings
Plates (1 - 2A) : Keynotes and factsheet.

KEY NOTES
Plate- 1
Process of colonialisation «—F23'¥ s discontentment = popular resistance (3 forms)
Plate - 2A

Causes of civil rebellion:

Economy : No investment of revenue - free trade - tariffs - ruin of artisans.
Administration : Corrupt police, gen. adm & judiciary (tilted in favour of British rule)

Land revenue system : max. revenue —> deht, land selling, evictions, famines.
Scholars & priests : traditiona rulers out = financia loss = incite rebellion.
Zamindars & poligars: lost land control - replaced by outsiders —> resentment.
Foreign character of British rule: under “foreigner’s heel” = hurt pride.

O led to Y,

series of civil rebellions

ey ] |
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deposed rulers & mass base almost every year
zamindars, etc. (peasants, artisans, soldiers) and everywhere.
FACT SHEET
Period Name of rebellion Area Remarks
1763 - 1800 Sanyasi Rebellion Bengal By displaced peasants & soldiers - led by monks &
zamindars. Made famous in Anand Math (Novel) by
Bankim C. Chatterjee
1766 - 1772 Chuar Uprising Benga & Bihar (5 dist)
1795 - 1816
1783 Rangpur & Dingjpur
1799 Bishnupur & Birbhum . .
1804 - 17 Orissa > by zamindars } Allin Eastern India
1827 - 40 Sambal pur
1794 Vizianagram —> by Raa S
1790° Tamilnadu > by Poligars (0]
1800° Malabar & Coastal Andhra 1> - Do - U
1813-14 Parlekamedi > -Do- T
1805 Travancone > Dewan Velu Thampi - a heroic revolt H
(- later hanged * after death’) |
1830 - 31 Mysore > by Peasants N
1830 - 34 Vizagapatnam D
1835 Ganjam l
1846 - 47 Kurnool A
1816 - 1832 Saurashtra > repestedly by chiefs
1824 - 28, Gujarat — by Kolis
1839, 1849
1818 - 31 Bhil uprisings
1824 Kittur upri.si.ng — led by Chinnava Maharashtra
1841 Satara uprising
1844 Revolt of Gadkaris
1824 West U.P. & Haryana
1805 Bilaspur
1814 - 17 Aligarh > by tulagdars .
1842 Jabalpur s by Bundelas Northern India.
1852 Khandesh
1848 - 49 2™ Punjab war Punjab > by people & army

e Poaligars: landed military magnates in S.India
e 1763 - 1856: 40 major rebellions and 100° of minor ones
e 1770 - 1857: 12 mgjor and humerous minor famines.
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2. Civil Rebellions and Tribal Uprisings
Plates (2B - 3 ) : Main Notes.

PLATE - 2B
Character of therebdlions

- Due to local causes = spread only locally (but massive)

2
similar everywhere = similar character (though separated in time & space).
- leaders- semi -feudal = backward looking & traditional

U
re-establish old set-up @M No societd aternative in resistance

J  these 2 factors (scattered uprisings & backward leaders)
main reasons for failure.

British response
- pecify rebel areas one by one
—_—
o
recacitrant ones lessfiery rebe chiefs
J (rewarded - reinstatement of estates; revenue 44 )
wiped out 4 condition
Eg. Velu Thampi live under alien authority.

Thefinal note
—> Suppression of c. rebelions - major reson for 1857 revolt not spreading to S, WI, El.
—> Historical significance : establish local tradition of resistance. Inspiration for later INM.

PLATE -3

TRIBAL UPRISINGS: CAUSES & NATURE

o Reative isolations - ended - colonialism brought in.
- influx of christian missionaries

e new land revenue system

Basic features

e ethnic ties (i.e. having atriba identity)
land held on o tribal products - taxed. tribal chiefs— zamindars - solidarity amongst themselves
communal basis

chief instrument of e Outsiders (non-tribal poor like
4 exploitation washerman, barber, etc) - not attacked
middlemen - seen as dlies - often joined the revolt.

(money lenders,
traders, revenue

introduce

Posthol onialism

Agriculture

lost lands, became agricultural e Rebellions occurred when no dternative

labours, share croppers, farmers) was left (started as attack on outsiders,
rack-rented tenants | looting—=— clash with col. authrities
FORESTS outsiders - evgntudly — mobilised to
45, rebellion).
earlier - forest for food, fuel & cattle feed. § C’Q% . _ _
- shifting cultivation (forests <> agri. land) * religiong/charismatic |eaders emerged -
(jhum, podu, etc) land debt clam authority from gods, hqvmg .
D] magical powers (Eg. bullet - ineffective)

Postfolonidism

e Unequal fight
restrictions - access to forests / i Tri
shifting cultivation L. Their degrees varied - but common factor Brit ribals

was disruption of old agrarian order. — drilled regiments - — roving bands

| ledto — modern weapons  — primitive weapons
| OTHER FACTORS | tribal uprisings —> superstitious belief
« policemen & petty officials (broad - based ; often involving whole in magical powers
1 population of aregion) U
oppression & extortion tribals died in lakhs.

e revenuefarmers & govt
A
impose system of begar
(unpaid labour)
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2. Civil Rebellions and Tribal Uprisings
Plates (2B - 3) : keynotes and factsheet.
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KEY NOTES

Plate - 2B

Character of the rebellions

e local causes = loca spread (but similar character everywhere)

e backward looking leaders with no socia dternative (main causes of failure)

British response

_ Wipe out recalcitrants leaders

e pacify areas one by one
pactly YN reward less fiery chiefs

Thefinal note

o civil rebellions suppression - major reason for 1857 revolt not spreading to SI, WI, EI.
e Acted as: inspiration for INM & estd. loca traditions of resistance.

Plate - 3
Causes of Tribal Uprisings

e reativeisolation || (- christian missionaries)

e agriculture - new land revenue system, taxes.
- middleman & zamindars introduced (usurp land; create debt)
- lost traditional land.

o forests - restricted access; shifting cultivation || .
oppression by police men and petty officials
begar by govt & revenue farmers

Nature

Broad - based

Ethnic ties

non-tribal poor (outsiders) - not attacked

occurred when no dternative left

emergence of religious / charismatic leaders.

Unequal fight with British (modern weapon v/s primitive) (magical superstitions), etc.

FACT SHEET

Rebel hanged after he was dead : Velu Thampi.
Shifting cultivation practiced by tribals : jhum, podu

Begar : unpaid labour.

www.nhotesforias.com
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2. Civil Reb

Plates (4 - 5) : Main Notes.
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ellions and Tribal Uprising.

[Terms. Hool—-uprising;

Trespass by cattles

of rich on crops of poors. Huge interest

on loans
(50-500%)

Had blessings of God (Thakur)

Side & kanhu claimed communication
with God to fight for independence

British response

rebellion crushed ruthlessly

SN

. Zamindars
Abuse & personal violence
False measure Extortion — By Police
at haul & mkt. . Revenue
Oppregsswe Court
exactions

Forcible dispossession
of property

major military campaign on horses 1855
/ l (leaders elephants Meeting of 6000 santha’s
Te.ns of " b s for palkis (400 villagers)
regiments 1 capture of leaders -
aw | 60k santhals mobilsed |

Sisk rebels tens of fido-killed * Helped by — non-tribal poor and poor dikus
killed villagers  kanhu-captured 2 4o %
Provision & Weapons in
services good shape

PLATE -4

dikus—-outsiders; gwala—milkman; Iohar—blachsmith]

SANTHAL HOOL
(Most massive tribal revolt)

Dikus & govt. Servants-considered morally corrupt
(beggary, stealing, lying and drunknness

U let to

revolt

believed aim

complete annihilation
of alien regime

<

v1854

nubilisation of men & women tribal heads, majhis, parganites

by

huge processions with

W discussed possibility
drummers & musicians

Decided to get rid of dikus
and usher in ‘Satyug’

» formed bands of 1500-2000 — got together at call of

drums attacked all symbols of colenial power and explotation

— mahajans, zamindars, police stn, railway, post carriers

* Kols of Chotanagpur
(1820-1837)
1000" massocred before
British rule re-imposed
* Hill tribesmen of Rampa
(coastal Andhra)

New restrictive

Depredations of !
forest regulations

mansabdars

— defeated by regiments of infantry,
squadron of avalry, 2 companies of
sappers and miners

vision of himself —————»

Birsa captured and
jailed where he died.

PLATE - 5

Other major tribal rebellions

declared divine messe nger

with healing powers
1000° gathered around him

Y

* destruction of system of

god common land holdings

Tclaimed

&
Jagirdar, thikadar,

Birsa munda %} o Munda tribesmen | merchant, money lendery
ot acquired . .
Religions agrasian/political ctr.
movement

gattered 6k mundas armed

with tranditional weapons Moved in villagers-mobilising followers

L] 899

bi
u Proclaimed rebellion to established Munda rule.

Encouraged killing of the rulers (Hakim, thikadar,
Jagirdar, raja)-Not non-tribal poor.

www.notesforias.com




g,

2. Civil Rebellions and Tribal Uprising.
Plates (4 - 5 ) : Keynotes and fact sheet
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KEY NOTES

Plate- 4

Santhal Uprising

Causes — extortion, huge exaction, huge interest, violenoe} By dikus & their agents
property dispossession, trespass considered

morally corrupt

Revolt

eam — completely remove aiens - establish satyug.

« nature— huge procession with drumners; leaders on horses, pakis.

— 60k —2%=— (1500 2000) —got together at call of drums-attack al symbols of
colonia power.

— believed to have blessings of God in their fight.

— help by non-tribal poor (Gwalas, Lohars)

British response
« mgjor military campaign - martial law, huge regiments rewards.
« effect : >15K rebels killed, villages destroyed, leaders killed/jailed.

Plate- 5

Kols

e of chhotanagpur - revolted between (1820 — 1837) — ruthlessly suppressed.
Rampa (coastal Andhra)

mansabdars depredations
. against< . .
restrictive forest regulations
« Suppression by - infantry, cavaltry, sappers, miners.

M unda:
 against - destruction of system of common land holdings.

« BirsaMunda - claimed to be divine messenger — huge following -religious movement — agrarian/

political = rebellion for Munda rule.

« 6K Mundas armed traditionaly - rebel and kill rulers - but Birsa captured and jailed - died there.

FACT SHEET

Santhals - lived in - Daman-i-Koh (area between Bhagalpur
and Rgjmahal)

Meeting of 6K santhals at - Bhaganidihi (30/6/1855)

Principal santhal rebel leaders <

Rebellion of Mundas - called Ulgulan

Birsa- born in - 1874

Rebellion proclaimed by Birsa - on Christmas eve, 1899
Birsa captured in - Feb’ 1900 . Died in - Jun€’ 1900 in jail

Sides
Kanhu
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